Gastrointestinal actions of buprenorphine: are different receptors involved?
The effects of buprenorphine on castor-oil-induced diarrhoea, gastrointestinal transit and ethanol-induced gastric lesions in rats were compared to the same effects of morphine. Like morphine, buprenorphine prevented castor-oil-induced diarrhoea. However, it has no effect on gastrointestinal transit per se but prevented the inhibitory action of morphine. While morphine protected against ethanol-induced gastric lesions, buprenorphine aggravated them. It is suggested that different types/subtypes of opioid receptors may be involved in the gastrointestinal actions of buprenorphine.